The evolution of trauma services at Beaumont Hospital.
To review and examine the epidemiology, severity and management of trauma admissions at the national neurosurgical teaching hospital. An extensive audit of volume, type and severity of injury and the management requirements of the trauma population admitted to the hospital. The vast majority of severely injured patients were referred from outside the catchment area of the hospital with only 26% being admitted directly through the Emergency Department. As a consequence, 73% of patients arrived out of normal working hours, which posed problems in providing skilled trauma specialists. The management of patients with serious injury is complex. The large proportion of patients with critical injuries, some of whom were paediatric, highlighted the need for 24 h cover by senior trauma personnel and the provision of radiology and operating facilities to meet their needs. The inclusion of indicators of alterations in innate or adaptive immune responses may improve the predictive power of severity of injury scores.